








































Why a Focus on 
Boys and Young 
Men of Color?



Adverse Childhood Experiences Scale
CA’s ACE List

1. Recurrent physical abuse

2. Recurrent emotional abuse

3. Contact sexual abuse

4. An alcohol and/or drug abuser in the 
household

5. An incarcerated household member

6. Someone who is chronically depressed, 
mentally ill, institutionalized, or 
suicidal

7. Violence between adults in the home

8. Parental separation or divorce

9. Emotional or physical neglect

Resources

http://acestudy.org/home

http://www.cavalcadeproductions.com
/ace-study.html

http://wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/
WisconsinACEs.pdf
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ACE Score Higher Than 4

• Twice as likely to smoke

• Twice as likely to have heart 
disease 

• Twice as likely to be diagnosed 
with cancer

• Four times as likely to have 
emphysema or chronic bronchitis

• Six times as likely to have sex 
before age 15

• Seven times as likely to be 
alcoholics

Score 4 or more compared to 0
• Twelve times as likely to have      

attempted suicide

Men with a score of 6 or more compared 
to 0
• Forty-six times as likely to have 

injected drugs

Score 4 or more Score 4 or more compared to 0
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Connect Youth to Health Supports
Why it matters: Many young males will be newly 
eligible under ACA.  However, approximately 1/3–
364,000—of young males of color are projected to 
remain uninsured in California. 

Our work:
• Aggressive outreach and enrollment efforts focused on males

• Develop health home models tailored to needs of young men

• Incorporate trauma informed practices within health care settings

• Support for health career pipeline programs aimed at youth

• Increase access for remaining uninsured
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A Momentous Opportunity for California

Reinvestment in Public 
Education

$18 billion over next seven years

Obamacare
$30 billion for Medi-Cal over 

next seven years

Social Equity & Shared Prosperity
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