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Welcome-Acknowledgements-Good to have 
you in Monterey County  
The Lettuce Curtain-A tale of two counties



A Nobel Cause: 
CWDA-Leaders, Entrepreneurs and Front line 
administrations/advocates 

• Opportunities and Challenges 
• The roles in an era of public service skeptics 



The County Challenge-Growing Economic and 
Social Disparities by SES, Race, Ethnicity, 
Disability and Age 

Societal a national, state and local concern planning for the future

What responsibilities past to the present 

Incrementalism vs. Incipient social reform



Age and Diversity: the key variables- A quality 
of life in old age or a return to poverty a la the 
1930s



A Demographic Overview: Trends and 
Projections (Milestones years: 2015, 2030, 
2050)
The Dramatic Aging of the United 
States, 1900-2030

Percentage of People Aged 65 and Older 
Below Poverty Level, by selected 
Characteristics, 2010 

Poverty Rates by Age, 
1959-2009



The Policy and Politics of Aging-a short history 
The State of the Nation and State vis a vis 
aging

Key Federal Legislation on Aging 



California : Trendsetter (as always) for good and bad-UCLA Center for 
Health Policy Research Report-The Hidden Poor: Over Three Quarters of 
a Million Older Californians Overlooked by Official Poverty Line 



The New Poverty and the Hidden Poor 
The New Vulnerable : Grandparents raising 
grandchildren, Older Adults with older kids, single 
elders, race (White, Black and Latinos).

Geography matter: rural/mountain/northern 



Implications for County Government 
1. Know your populations

2. Assess migration (by nation and by region) trends

3. Assess infrastructure and capacity to respond

4. Identify strengths and gaps

5. Enlist advocates and partners 



What to do-at all levels and Next 
Challenges 
Local: Village Movement, age-friendly locates, transportation, technology, housing affordability, 
Health and long term care

State: Public benefits (IHHS, CDA, the Aging Network), the California Secure Choices low-income 
savings 

Federal: SSDI, SSI, SS, Medicare/Medicaid, OAA, ACL, HUD/DOT 

Aging in a majority-minority state (the politics of immigration and aging) 

Gen Z and Millennials: A longevity Plan 
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