










How Segregation Can Affect Health  

1. Segregation determines quality of education 
and employment opportunities. 

2. Segregation can create pathogenic 
neighborhood and housing conditions.  

3. Conditions linked to segregation can 
constrain the practice of health behaviors and 
encourage unhealthy ones.  

4. Segregation can adversely affect access to 
high-quality medical care.  

Source: Williams & Collins , 2001 



Residential Segregation and SES  

A study of the effects of segregation on 
young African American adults found that 
the elimination of segregation would erase 
black-white differences in 

 Earnings 
 High School Graduation Rate 
 Unemployment 

And reduce racial differences in single 
motherhood by two-thirds 
 
Cutler, Glaeser & Vigdor, 1997 

 
 



The Consequences  

Often Shorter, Sicker Lives 











 



Hough 64.0 

Lyndhurst 88.5 





Life Expectancy by Poverty Group 2000-2003 
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Alameda County
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San Francisco County
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Contra Costa County
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Tract Poverty vs. Life 
Expectancy 



BARHII Life Expectancy and Poverty by Tract
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Bay Area Poverty vs. Life Expectancy 



Life Expectancy v. Percentage Poverty

y = -13.539x + 81.084
R2 = 0.1183
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California Poverty vs. Life Expectancy 



Cost of Poverty in San Francisco 
Bay Area 

Every additional $12,500 in 
household income buys one year 
of life expectancy 
 

 (Benefit appears to plateau at household 
incomes above $150,000) 

 Similar gradients in Baltimore, NYC, 
Philadelphia, Hennepin County (Minneapolis-
St. Paul), Colorado, California, AND 
Cuyahoga County ($6304/year of life) 



Social Gradients Various 
Jurisdictions 
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High school grads: 90% 
Unemployment: 4% 

Poverty: 7% 
Home ownership: 64% 

Non-White: 49% 

High school grads: 81% 
Unemployment: 6% 

Poverty: 10% 
Home ownership: 52% 

Non-White: 59% 

High school grads: 65% 
Unemployment: 12% 

Poverty: 25% 
Home ownership: 38% 

Non-White: 89% 
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Place Policy Narrative 





US White Infant Mortality  
= 5.7 per 1000 live births (NCHS) 

 Worse Than: 
 
  
 Canada, Cuba, Croatia, 

Estonia, U.K., Australia, New 
Zealand 

 Substantially Worse 
Than: 

 
 Austria, Belgium, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, 
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Japan, Singapore 
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